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What’s happening?  
 

CVHS News 

 

The 33
rd

 Annual Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival is 

February 14 & 15, 2015 - The festival will be held at the end 

of 119 Street and on the grounds of the Florida Maritime 

Museum.  Festival Admission is $3.00 – children under 12 

are free. The theme is: “I am in a Grouper Groupie.”   

 

If you would like to help volunteer at the Festival, call today 

941-254-4972 or email pm3h@yahoo.com 

 

The Cortez Annual Community Picnic –Saturday, April 11 

2015.  The picnic will be held on the public dock at end of 

123
rd

 Street from 11:30am to 4pm.  Bring food to share 

along with Cortez family news.  This is sponsored by CVHS.  

In case of rain the picnic will be held at Fishermen’s Hall.  

 

CVHS Membership Drive is on! – Please mail in your dues. If 

you are not a member now is the time to join CVHS.  

 

FISH NEWS 

The FISH board has been securing funds for restoration of 

the FISH Preserve. The Sarasota Bay Estuary is funding the 

current project.  The Facilities Committee has been 

completing the restoration of Fishermen’s Hall (the former 

church of god building).  This includes a new kitchen and 

two bathrooms, new flooring and paint. Banquet tables and 

chairs were donated by Patty Taylor Banyas.  

 

FISH’s mission includes “the Promotion of the Fishing 

Industry” and is supporting the local members of Fishing for 

Freedom.  It is also actively opposing any and all efforts to 

destroy Mangroves which are critical in the production of 

fish in the local habitats.  

 

The FISH Boatworks has been renovated as a site of 

activities as local fishermen work on their boats and 

volunteers work on donated vessels.  The board has just 

acquired a historic boat of the 1880s.  It will be the center of 

attention when the work is completed.  Visitors are 

welcome to view the activities.  All are invited to work as a 

volunteer.  There will be a boat for auction at the Festival. 

 

CVHS presidents Corner 

Kaye Bell 

cortezbell@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Happy New Year, Everyone!   
 
The Cortez Village Historical Society looks forward to 
a very exciting year which includes obtaining new 
membership dedicated to work towards our goal of 
preserving the history of our founding families, our war 
veterans, the way of life of the fisherman and a 
sustainable fishing village. 
  
We have received our building permit from Manatee 
County and are now waiting for the foundation to be 
poured, then the house that will become the Cortez 
Cultural Center to be moved to its place, a wheelchair 
ramp and electrical wiring installed.  Then we need to 
finish the walls, floors, create office and storage areas 
and make exhibit and display units. 
  
So, you can see we have a great deal of hands-on labor 
help needed. We also need and value, any mementos 
anyone has of their grandparents, parents, other family 
members.  Letters and pictures all will be cataloged and 
treated with care to complete the story of Cortez 
history. 
  
If you would like to get in at the beginning of creating 
a cultural museum for the people of Cortez, please 
come and help us. 
 
Village News by editor: Dr. Mary Fulford Green 

 
Virgil Mora is celebrating his 89th birthday on January 25.  
He now lives in Georgia. His phone number is 704- 895-
1171.  Take time to wish him a happy birthday. 
 
Nadine Green Boles will be 91 on January 31.  She is the last 
of her generation.  Her phone number is 850 -785 - 8372.  
She shares this birthday with her “cousin”, Alma Taylor 
Dahlin. Alma died several years ago.  Nadine now lives in 
Panama City, Florida. 
 
 
 

If you have news of Cortez natives or things to share about 
Cortez history, send it to us and we will try to include it in 
the next issue.  
Send email to cortezvillagehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 
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In Loving Memory - continued: 

 

John M. (“J.M.”) Taylor age 75, a lifetime resident of 
Cortez died October 10 after a long illness.  He is the son of 
Harry and Margaret Davis Taylor and a grandson of John 
and Nola Taylor.  He was predeceased by his parents; wife 
Dorothy; one sister Carol Thompson and a grandson 
Michael Taylor.  He is survived by his son Tony and three 
grandsons and nieces and nephews and many Cortez friends. 
 
Addie Lou Guthrie Koon, age 87, died November 2 after a 
long illness.  She is the daughter of Earl and Hazel Williams 
Guthrie of Cortez.  She and her husband of 67 years Edward 
resided in Sarasota.  She is survived by her husband and two 
sons Edward and Paul; three grandchildren and five Great-
grandchildren .She is predeceased by her parents and a 
sister, Lois Guthrie Fulford.  She was a member of the South 
Trail Church of Christ and a very caring and loving person. 
 
Grace Maxine Jenkins Myford age 74, died December 28.  
She served in the U.S. Air force between the Korean and 
Vietnam wars before moving to Cortez 45 years ago.  She 
was employed as bookkeeper of A P Bell Fish Company for 
15 years.  She served on the board of FISH and was a 
member of the festival committee for many years.  She is 
predeceased by her husband Norman her son, Norman 
“Chips” Jenkins.  She is survived by her son Kenny Jenkins 
(Anita); three grandchildren and her dog, No Toes and many 
family members and friends in the Cortez village.   

 

CVHS is undertaking a new work in identifying 

where all the Cortezians went.  This project will 

identify the location, occupation, and 

connections with current villagers.  The survey 

form is attached.  You can help by completing 

and returning it by E-mail or to the PO Box.   

 

When the information is in, we will publish a 

Directory of Cortez families.  Let’s try to stay in 

touch.  It’s great to share our memories. 
 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory: 

 
Lois Guthrie Fulford age 85 died March 16.  She was a lifetime 
resident of Cortez and the daughter of Earl and Hazel Williams 
Guthrie.  She is predeceased by her parents; husband Ralph M. 
Fulford (of 64 years) and her grandson Brian Bailey.  She is 
survived by her son Ralph (Rusty) Fulford (Pat) of VA.  Two 
daughters Hazel Petree (Steve) of Cortez; and Sylvia Bailey (Tony) 
of Bradenton; six grandchildren; seven great grandchildren. Lois 
was a faithful member of the church of Christ in Cortez and a 
charter member of the CVHS and the former Cortez Fire 
Department Women’s Auxiliary. 
 
Henry “Jap” Adams age 92 died March 23.  He is the son of W 
and Dora Fulford Adams of Cortez.  He is as the grandson of 
William and Sallie Adams Fulford – the first family in the village. 
He is predeceased by his parents and grandparents; two sisters 
Polly Forcke and Doris Green and three brothers-Howard, Hugh, 
and William H. Clayton Jap served in General Patton’s Army in 
Africa, Italy, Sicily, France and Germany.  After the war, he 
returned to Manatee County and was a Cortez fisherman.  He was 
recognized for bravery in rescuing the crew of the sinking molasses 
barge Regina off of Bradenton Beach in 1940.  He is survived by 
his wife Pauline; a son Ernie; three grandchildren and seven great 
grandchildren; a sister Mabel Hipp of Sarasota and two brothers: 
C.D. of Sebastian, Florida and Cleve of California.   

 
Mark D Mora, age 56 died July 16after a fight with cancer.  He is 
the son of Albert, Jr. and Judy Mora of Bradenton and the grandson 
of Albert, Sr. and Stella Capo Mora of Cortez.  His great 
grandparents were Jose and Minnie Mora, - a pioneer family in 
Cortez.  He is survived by his mother, two brothers Scott of Cortez 
and Tracey(Becky) of Bradenton; two daughters Callie of Orlando 
and  Kyla of  TX; one son, Ryan of TX.  Mark was a Cortez 
fishermen. 

 
Daniel David Ibasfalean, age 73 died April 17.  He is the son of 
Cleonic and Virginia Flack Ibasfalean of Bradenton.  He earned a 
degree in Architecture from the University of Florida.  He served 
in the Seabees in Vietnam and worked as an architect in the local 
area.  He was a member of Roser Church of Anna Maria.  He is 
predeceased by a sister, Olivia and daughter Jennifer.  He is 
survived by his wife Bette, daughter Ameda; three brothers and 
their families; Ginger; and his dogs Heidi and Susie. 

 
 

 

On the web at: F.I.S.H - www.cortez-fish.org  

www.Cortezvillage.org 

cortezvillagehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 
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Membership Form 
 
 
 
Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, ST Zip ______________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________________ 
 
Email:  ______________________________________ 
 
Would you like to receive the CVHS newsletter? ____ Yes ____ No 
 
Do you prefer to receive it via Email or USPO ______________________ 
 
_____ Annual membership in the Cortez Village Historical Society is $10.00 per year for an individual or $15.00 for a family. If 
you would like to join check here and include your membership dues with this letter. 
 
_______ Individual - $10.00 
 
_______ Family - $15.00 
 
 
Lifetime Memberships are available and include a CVHS membership card. 
 
_______ Individual $100.00 
 
_______ Family - $150.00 
 
_______ Seniors (over 65) - $35.00 
 
 


