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What’s happening?  
Village News by editor: Dr. Mary Fulford Green 

 

Cortez Habitat Restoration 

 
The 95 acres of the FISH Preserve are being pulled 
out of years of neglect and illegal dumping of 
everything imaginable, boats, construction debris, 
old tires, garbage and homeless camps. This was 
not by the owners but by others who profited by 
the activities.   
 
The invasive plants are being removed and planted 
grasses are filling in rehabilitated wetlands. Two 
thirds of the land has been restored. 0ver $500,000 
has been spent and the total cost will be over a 
million. 
 
Three acres will be freshwater wetlands. Three and 
one half will be Mangrove wetlands so essential to 
the fishery. This will attract wildlife to the 
Preserve.  
 
Fish received some grants but most of the funds 
have come from the Cortez Commercial Fishing 
Festival.  
 
FISH has allocated $10,000 to CVHS for 
completion of the Cortez Cultural Center project. 
 
Fishing for Freedom 

 
We are very proud of our local fishermen. They 
took on the task of cleaning up the coastline of 
both Cortez and the Cortez Key. The latter was in 
conjunction with the Audubon Society which 
owns Cortez Key and the largest nesting of brown 
pelicans on the west coast.  
 
A dumpster full of trash was removed from our 
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CVHS been very successful in our progress with the 
Monroe Cottage, we are renaming it the Cortez 
Cultural Center.  Thanks to John MacDonald and Bob 
Landry, much of the interior wood has been torn out 
and replaced.  John and Bob have built a wheelchair 
ramp and installed new 36" doors to make the Cultural 
Center handicap accessible. Bob has put up insulation, 
and is working on installing the bead board walls.  His 
next project will be putting up the ceiling.   
 
John has returned "up north" for the summer but will 
be back in November.  We hope someone will 
volunteer to build our display units; John has left 
directions and pictures.  We also need to repair/replace 
some windows.   
 
Florida Power is requiring a hefty fee to install a 
transformer; we are asking for a waiver.  If anyone has 
influence with FPL, please contact Kaye Bell at CVHS.  
We need funding for A/C, plus a new metal roof.  We 
are happy that F.I.S.H. has included CVHS in their 
budget to help in our effort, but we still need more 
monetary assistance.  We have prepared presentation 
packages that we are using to apply to TDC, Florida 
Native Plant Society, and the Anna Maria Garden Club 
for help.   
 
A Cortez family genealogy tree is being compiled from 
census data; we have over 800 people and 1400 records 
currently in tree. Some families are now linked, for 
example:  the MacDonald, Bonnell and Bell lineages.  
This will be an on-going project, eventually including 
everyone who lived in Cortez between 1880 and 
1940.Records and pictures are needed along with 
newspaper clippings, veteran records, and school 
events to full the dream of “Memories of Cortez” 
 
In Loving Memory: 
 

Charlotte G. Campbell, age 61 died March 19. She 
was a Cortez native, the daughter of Jim and Mercedes 
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coastline leaving the habitat clean for the juvenile 
fish that are growing there.  
 
Thanks so much Fishing for Freedom members. 
We are proud of you! 
 
Cortez News 

 
In the news recently was a memorial of the 35th 
anniversary of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge 
disaster. Special tribute is owed to the heroic 
efforts of Captain Jim Berry. He and his crew on 
the Miss Cortez assisted in the rescue efforts. 
Capt. Berry also helped Cortez in some of our 
survival efforts. The Miss Cortez was used in our 
best fundraising campaigns, including The 
Singing River Cruises. 
 
Lest we forget 

   
CVHS volunteers are beginning the last phase of 
the Cortez Cultural Center Project, choosing items 
for display and building cases and stands to put 
them on.  The Center will feature our Cortez 
family life and the Veterans who preserved it.   
 
We are making special plans to honor the Cortez 
mothers from 1888 until now. They created the 
family lives of the villagers.   
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

Campbell.  She married and moved away in 1986.  She 
is predeceased by her father and survived by her 
husband; two sons; one daughter; her Mother 
Mercedes; two brothers of Cortez two sisters and six 
grandchildren. 
 
 

Thomas “Blue” Fulford, age 84, died March 28. He 
is the son of Thomas and Letha Garner Fulford and the 
grandson of the first Cortez residents, William T. and 
Sallie Adams Fulford.  He is survived by his wife 
Wanda Jones Fulford; two sons, Larry of Englewood 
and Paul of Idaho, one daughter Terry; two 
granddaughters; one grandson; great granddaughter 
Anna and many Cousins and lifetime friends.  Blue 
was a lifetime fisherman. He was inducted into the 
Hall of Fame of the Manatee County Agricultural 
Museum alongside his uncle Walton Tink Fulford who 
was his mentor.  He introduced to the West Coast the 
harvesting of Sardines, Menhaden and other bait fish.  
He worked diligently for the Organized Fisherman of 
Florida serving as State Director.  He fought hard 
against the Net Ban of 1995.  Tommy was a member 
of the church of Christ. He served as President 
Emeritus of FISH. After an accident ended his fishing 
career he became an expert at making cast nets for use 
by commercial fisherman. 
 

 

Mercedes Campbell, age 94 died April 28.  She was 
predeceased by her husband Jim and daughter 
Charlotte.  A native of Placida she had lived in Cortez 
for many years and was a member of the Cortez 
church of God. Mercedes,” Patsy” is survived by her 
sons Wayde (Mary) and John (Flo) of Cortez daughter 
Ann of Arcadia and Faye (Bob) of Fruitland Park and, 
friends of the area. Two years ago she was the 
recipient of an award at the Cortez Commercial 
Fishing Festival. 
  

Subscribe to the CVHS News blog at: 

 

https://cortezvillage.wordpress.com 
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In Loving Memory continued: 
 

Alexandra Joy Varelis, age 33 died April 3.  A 
lifetime resident of Bradenton she worked at her 
parent’s restaurant the Cortez Café.  She was a 
member of the Greek Orthodox Church.  She was 
predeceased by her brother John and survived by 
husband Ross Godfrey her parents; Sotirios and 
Deborah Varelis; two sisters and many family 
members and friends. 
 
Raymond Harold Peppin, 78, Bradenton, died May 
21. Born in Ishpeming, Michigan, he moved to 
Bradenton in 1957. He is survived by his wife of 55 
years Virginia Lee Pringle Peppin (Ginni) a Cortez 
native and two daughters, Kelli Gowen and Kerri 
Varas (John), 3 grandchildren, and one great grandson.  
 
Grey Dudley Bowman, Jr. died May 28 at the 
Trauma Center in Jacksonville where he was being 
treated for a brain injury due to a fall. While he was a 
native of Jacksonville he was a longtime resident of 
Cortez. He is predeceased by his father Grey Bowman, 
Sr. He is survived by his mother Patricia Swanson of 
North Carolina his sister Ann Marvel ( Michael) of 
Tampa:; wife Erin and son Dudley of Bradenton. Grey 
was a member of the Cortez church of Christ and 
leaves many good friends. A memorial service will be 
announced later. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lest we forget - continued 

 
This is the 100th anniversary of the birth of our 
village historian Doris “Toodle” Adams Green.  
She spent hours and hours researching and writing 
our story for us in her book, “Fog Comin In.”  
 
Doris helped identified all the early mothers and 
the Cortez Veterans of both WWI and WWII. 
 
We will feature the mothers who served the 
schools as they organized the Mother’s Club 
(1918 -1921) and the Cortez PTA; the mothers 
who taught the children’s Sunday school classes 
in the churches; the mothers who worked at the 
Canning Plant (Tropicana), the restaurants and as 
house cleaners, in the local laundry operated by 
Julia Taylor. Some took in washing or borders.  
 
It was mothers who harvested the scallops during 
the summer and cut and packaged the Mullet roe 
for export later on.  
 
The mothers formed the Women’s Auxiliary to 
support the Cortez volunteer Fire Department 
from 1958 until1994. 
 
We remember our mothers most who sewed our 
dresses; patched our pants; supervised our school 
work and fried fish six nights a week during the 
Great Depression.   
 
They raised the chickens; gathered the eggs; and, 
milked the cows.  
 
It was the mothers who worked at the Post Office 
and the grocery store and the offices of the 
wholesale fish companies. They worked on the 
fish docks in the absence of the men serving 
during the war.   
 
Truly we will be honoring mothers in our Cultural 
Center. 
  
On the web at:  

F.I.S.H - www.cortez-fish.org  

www.Cortezvillage.org 

cortezvillagehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

If you have news of Cortez natives or things to share 
about Cortez history, send it to us and we will try to 
include it in the next issue.  

 
Send email to cortezvillagehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 
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Membership Form 
 
 
 
Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, ST Zip ______________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________________ 
 
Email:  ______________________________________ 
 
Would you like to receive the CVHS newsletter? ____ Yes ____ No 
 
Do you prefer to receive it via Email or USPO ______________________ 
 
_____ Annual membership in the Cortez Village Historical Society is $10.00 per year for an individual or $15.00 for a family. If 
you would like to join check here and include your membership dues with this letter. 
 
_______ Individual - $10.00 
 
_______ Family - $15.00 
 
 
Lifetime Memberships are available and include a CVHS membership card. 
 
_______ Individual $100.00 
 
_______ Family - $150.00 
 
_______ Seniors (over 65) - $35.00 
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PROJECT-- Where Did all the Cortezians go? 

 

Introduction: CVHS is working to identify the location of families who have left Cortez. Who are the family 

members? Where do they live and work? What are their ages and who are their children?  

 

Please help us answer these questions by completing this survey form.  

 

It can be returned E-mail cortezvillagehistoricalsociety@gmail.com or mailed to CVHS PO BOX 663, Cortez 

Florida, 34215. 

 

 

NAME________________________________________AGE______________ 

 

ADDRESS________________________________________TEL__________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________Email _________________________________ 

 

Educational background_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Work history____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Are you retired? ____________ 

 

Names of Children Age Address 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

Please ID your other relatives and their whereabouts: 

 

Do you have relatives in Cortez now? If yes, identify_______________________________________ 

 

Are you in contact with other Cortez families? If YES, please identify. 

Do you visit Cortez often? _____YES-_______NO Do you have any information about other Cortez families? 

If yes please give names and addresses and telephone numbers. Thanks! 

 

 

 

 


