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Cortez Village Historical Society News 

What’s happening?  
Village News by editor: Dr. Mary Fulford Green 

 

Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival – Saturday & 

Sunday February 18-19, 2017 

 

On the waterfront at end of 119th Street West in Cortez 
 
We need volunteers at the festival. Call Rose at 941-
725-9189 if you can help to sign up.  
 
Art Exhibit @ Cortez Cultural Center 
Local artists Linda Molto, Rosalie McDonald, Ann 
Schluederberg, Susanna Spann and Judy Strom are 
exhibiting their art January 5 - February 11th.    
 
What is F.I.S.H.? 
The mission statement of FISH is to support 
commercial fishing.  That is the reason for opposing 
the destruction of Mangroves and fish habitats by 
developers.  Keep up the good work! 

 

The Fishermen’s Hall is beautifully restored and it is 
available for showers, birthday parties, community 
meetings, etc. Contact Linda at (941)794-5919.   
 
  
Community News 
 
The shopping center with post office, café, and 
barbershop has a new neighbor- Cortez Bait and 
Seafood Fish Market. All the buildings have been 
repainted .Johnny Banyas, the new owner, has added to 
the back so that the fishermen can unload their mullet 
there during the mullet run. 
   

A block away in the end of 123rd street Karen Bell is 
building a pole barn for housing stone crab traps and 
perhaps adding a smoked mullet shop.  The old Fulford 
Fish House is being restored. 
 
 

President’s Corner by Kaye Bell 

 

We purchased a financial program which we are in the 

process of inputting data from the past three years. 

This will allow us to track expenses, develop budgets, 

show trends and follow all financials and tax needs. 

Our balance on hand is just over $7,000. This does not 

include the monies we are expecting from the Giving 

Challenge and the TDC. 

 

In November, we dedicated our exhibit as a “Tribute 

to Veterans.”  A contingent from the American Legion 

gave a speech, and we all enjoyed a fish fry with fish 

donated from Fishing for Freedom, cooked by the staff 

at Star Fish. Guests brought a variety of side dishes 

and luscious desserts.  We fed 90 people, having a 

great time and sharing memories. 

 

November was also our election month. The new 

board is President: Kaye Bell, Vice President: John 

McDonald, Secretary: Kris Martinez and Treasurer: 

Bob Landry.  Board of Directors:  Mary Green and J.B. 

Crawford.  Committee Chairs:  Genealogy, Robin 

Schoch. Membership: open, Correspondence: open, 

Publicity: open, Events and exhibits: open. 

 

Bob built a “birdhouse” decorated settee located in 

our garden.  What a picture!  We have picked from the 

garden, tomatoes, lettuce, squash, turnips and many 

more vegetables.  The AMI garden club brought to us 

12 bunches of different herbs and planted them for us. 

Yum!! Bob also finished the play boat with a real 

motor, and created an off-the-ground sandbox for 

kiddies to play in. 

 

Kris has done an outstanding job of keeping everyone 

informed of CCC activities  on Facebook and a fantastic 

job of finding pictures from the 40’a and 50’s to be on 

our website. 

 

Our good fortune- John McDonald has returned to 

Cortez, and Ted Adams has joined to contribute his 

time and expertise. 
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The Florida Maritime Museum in Cortez is offering 
“Music on the Porch. “Our own Soupy Davis is the 
leading musician.  We celebrated his 90th birthday this 
month at the Cortez Cultural Center. 

 

Cortez Cultural Center 
Hours 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
10 am - 4 pm 
Tours or Groups by Appointment: 
Call Kris 248- 894-9681 
 
For your interest and action 

News reports have stirred up interest in the slavery of 
fishermen off the coast of Indonesia. They revealed the 
markets where these fish come to in the USA. Are you 
aware of the fact that 90% of all the seafood is 
imported and only 1% of this is inspected?   Look on 
the back of the package of the shrimp. What pond was 
is it grown in which country? In many instances it is 
very young children who are the ones who have to 
stand for 16 hour days beheading and cleaning that 
shrimp. As you know the big Gulf shrimp is one thing 
and the small shrimp raised in ponds is another. 
 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory: 

 

Florence “Flo” M. Campbell died May 17 2016 .She 

was born to the late Omer and Eugenia Frishel 

Robinson. The family moved to Cortez 50 years ago 

and she married John Campbell 47 years ago .After 

working at Tropicana Flo came to work as a waitress 

at the Cortez café. She is survived by her husband; a 

son John (Jennifer) daughters, Candy and Joanna of 

Bradenton; Brother Wade and sisters Stevie, Anna, 

Vicki, Loretta and Janice, nine grandchildren and six 

greats. 

 

Virgil Mora, age 91, died at his home in North 

Carolina on June 17th.  He is the first son of Albert, Sr. 

and Estella Capo Mora He was born and raised in 

Cortez.  After serving in the U.S. Navy, Virgil came 

home to fish for a time and then worked for Manatee 

County for two decades. He is predeceased by 

parents; brothers Albert. Jr. and Joseph and Sister 

Leatrice Eaton and two nephews. He is survived by 

Sister Nola several nephews; and wife Peggy.  

 

Mabel Adams Hipp, age 90, died in June 5th after a 

long illness.  She is the third daughter of Willis and 

Dora Fulford Adams and the granddaughter of the 

first pioneers in Cortez, William and Sallie Adams 

Fulford.  She graduated from Bradenton High School 

and studied at both Florida’s Southern University and 

Florida State College for Women.  She married 

Kenneth Hipp of Sarasota and they parented two 

children Kenny and Karen Hipp.  Mabel and Ken were 

very active members of the South Trail church of 

Christ in Sarasota. She is survived by brothers Cleve 

and CD and eight first Cousins, three nephews and a 

niece Joanne Adams.  Much thanks to Joanne Adams 

and Great- Nephew Keith Green for his care of her. 

 

If you have news of Cortez natives or things to share 

about Cortez history, send it to us and we will try to 

include it in the next issue.  

Send email to 

cortezvillagehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

 

Be sure to check out our new web page 

www.cortezvillagehistoricalsociety.org  

 

CVHS MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Cortez Cultural Center 

Second Tuesday of each month @ 4 pm 
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In Loving Memory continued: 

 

Nathan Lee Barnes, age 33, live long resident of Cortez died June 27th. He was a decorated veteran of the war in 

Afghanistan. He graduated from Manatee High School. Nathan is survived by his parents, Jeff and Anna Barnes of 

Cortez; brothers Justin (Lindsay) and Kyle Barnes; sisters Misty and Ashley Barnes; Uncles Tim (Mary Lou) Latta; Tony, 

and, Steve Barnes; Aunt Dawn (Leo) Shumaker; nephew Wesley and nieces Kirby and Ellie; Grandmothers Jean Todd 

and Joanne Latta. Nathan was buried with honors at the Sarasota National Cemetery. 

 

Judith Ruth Augsburger, age 82, died at her home in Ohio on August 2nd. Judy was born in Cortez to Luther and Ruth 

Bonnell Mc Donald. She is the granddaughter of pioneer settlers, Gus and Nettie Jane Fulford McDonald. Judy is the 

second of the daughters to die this year. She was married to the late Bill Augsburger and she is survived by sons, 

John of North Carolina and Kevin of Bradenton; daughter April of Ohio; 10 grandchildren and 13 great - 

grandchildren.  She is survived by Brother John (Robin) and sisters Jane and Joyce.  Judy graduated from Manatee 

High School and was a member of the Samoset Baptist Church. She worked both as a beautician and housekeeper.  

 

Josephine Coarsey. Age 91, died August 20. She was the daughter of the late Chester and Julia Okrasinski.  She was 

the mother of three sons, Tom, Donald, and Mark and three daughters Yvonne, Debbie, and Tonya; 14 grandchildren 

and 14 great grandchildren and two great greats. She and Wyman lived in their homestead in Cortez for many years 

Jo and Wyman were honored by FISH at the Cortez Commercial Fishing Festival village in February.  Joe was a 

devoted wife and mother and good friend to many. 

 

Wendy Lewis age 47 died suddenly in Cortez on October 17th. She iss survived by her father Walter G. Lewis, 

daughter Rylee Lynn Overstreet, sister Candy Jean Lewis, her loving companion Tony Taylor, and stepmother 

Margaret Britnell Lewis and many family and friends.She is predeceased by her mother, Grandparents Riley and Amy 

Lewis; Great- Grandparents  Charles and Pearl Lewis; AND Great- Great Grandparents Gus and Nettie Fulford Mac 

Donald. 

 

Gleonic “Junior” Ibasfalean passed away suddenly on December 22nd, 2016 at the age of 60. Junior was born 

January 25th, 1956 in Toledo, Ohio, although he spent most of his life in Cortez. Over the course of his 60 years, he 

married twice, raised a family, and maintained an unwavering love of being on the water. Junior is survived by his 

sons Cody (Jessica) of Ruskin, FL and Austin of New York, NY; Parents Gleonic Sr. and Betty Lou Ibasfalean of Cortez, 

FL; Brother Cleonic “Nick” (Debra) of Cortez, FL; Grandsons Landon and Reece of Ruskin, FL; and niece Yolanda. 
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Membership Form 
 
 
 
Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, ST Zip ______________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________________ 
 
Email:  ______________________________________ 
 
Would you like to receive the CVHS newsletter? ____ Yes ____ No 
 
Do you prefer to receive it via Email or USPO ______________________ 
 
_____ Annual membership in the Cortez Village Historical Society is $10.00 per year for an individual or $15.00 for a family. If 
you would like to join check here and include your membership dues with this letter. 
 
_______ Individual - $10.00 
 
_______ Family - $15.00 
 
 
Lifetime Memberships are available and include a CVHS membership card. 
 
_______ Individual $100.00 
 
_______ Family - $150.00 
 
_______ Seniors (over 65) - $35.00 
 
 

Subscribe to the CVHS News blog at: 
 

https://cortezvillage.wordpress.com 


